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You must of course decide what is best and most neces-
sary for your country.
Germany and Russia have lived in peace since old times,
as good neighbours, and God grant! that they may continue
so, in close and loyal friendship. . . .
I thank you once more -for writing to me at such a grave
moment for you!
God bless you my dearest Willy.
Believe me ever your loving cousin and trusting friend,
Nicky.50
This news of "amazing" British offers to Russia, made
just before Chamberlain's proposals, made the Kaiser natu-
rally suspect that "perfidious Albion" was trying to play
Germany and Russia off against one another, and sow dis-
cord between them. It confirmed him in his temperamen-
tal suspicioushess of British good faith. So the Chamber-
lain proposal of March, 1898, was not grasped by Germany,
and caine to nothing.
The utmost that could be secured was the Anglo-German
Convention of August 30,1898, for the contingent partition
of the Portuguese colonies. As Portugal was supposed to
be in financial straits and likely to wish to borrow money,
Germany and England agreed to consult as to the terms
of any loans made, and to divide the Portuguese colonial
areas whose tolls were to be pledged as security for the
loans. In case. Portugal should default on payment, Ger-
many and England would enter upon the administration of
the tolls in the areas pledged to each. They agreed jointly
to oppose any loans to Portugal by a third Power which
so GP., XIV, 260 f.; Semenoff, p. 42, note, confirming the truth of
the Tsar's statement says a British note to Russia of Feb. 12, 1898, for-
mulated the conceptions of the British Cabinet concerning the delimitation
of Russian and English spheres of influence both- in Turkey and China.
Russia was to enjoy freedom of action in Northern, and England in
Southern, China; for O'Conor's note of Feb. 12 to Muraviev, see British
Documents, I, p, 12.